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The discipline of design was first established in 1986 suggested by Qian Xuesen, starting to
enroll graduate students from 1999, one of the very first in China. In 2015, it set up "Design
Science and Engineering" cross-doctoral program. The School of Design was established in
December 2017, and included in the school's "double first-class™ key construction of one of the 17
subject groups; in 2018, the independent design-level doctoral program was added. As for QS
World University Rankings, it has entered the Global Top 50 of Art &Design for two consecutive
years from 2015.

This discipline is based on the strong advantages of the comprehensiveness of Shanghai Jiao
Tong University, focusing on the integration of science and art, and emphasizing multi-
disciplinary innovation design. It cultivates talented design professionals imbued with concern for
our common human destiny, dedicated to providing solutions for the development of humanity. At
present, there are 31 doctoral supervisors, 25 professors and 36 associate professors, consisting of
its strong teaching resources and rigorous academic attitude.
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Under the discipline, there are three frontier research directions including Intelligent Design
Theory and Method, Information and Interaction Design, Environment and Sustainable Design.
Graduates and alumni tend to work in universities and research institutes, manufacturing design
departments, Internet industry and user experience departments, design consulting companies,




cultural creativity and media industries, as well as independent entrepreneurship.
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Student who receive this degree should be able to systematically grasp the solid and broad
basic theoretical knowledge of this subject, have a deep understanding of the progress, trends and
latest development frontiers of the design discipline; have the ability to independently engage in
scientific research and design innovation, and obtain creative research results in theory or practice;
be proficient in reading related foreign materials, have academic writing abilities and be able to
conduct international academic exchanges; be competent in teaching, tutoring, carrying out
scientific research, product development or design management in colleges and universities; as
well as possess comprehensive qualities of high-end talent in design. The program attaches great
importance to the integration of design and science, technology, art, humanities, business and
management. With design thinking training as the core, it cultivates research-oriented and
compound design-driven innovative talents.
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This is a full-time, tutorial-based program. The general study period for ordinary doctoral
students is 4 years.

The maximum length of study for non-oriented ordinary doctoral students (including
suspension) is no more than 6 years.
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The training process requires the implementation of the “Shanghai Jiao Tong University Graduate
Education Management Regulations” (Shanghai Jiao Tong Graduate School [2019] No. 72) and
the "Shanghai Jiao Tong University Regulations on the Training of Doctoral Graduate Students™
(Shanghai Jiao Tong Graduate School [2019] No. 98)
The training process includes qualification examination, dissertation proposal, annual assessment,
dissertation pre-defense and defense. Those who fail to pass the first qualification examination can
apply for re-examination next semester; those who fail twice cannot continue to pursue their
doctoral degree. Those who fail to pass the first dissertation proposal can apply for re-examination
next semester; those who fail twice cannot continue to pursue their doctoral degree. According to
relevant regulations, they should transfer to master's degree or drop out of the school.
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1. Requirements for innovation achievements

Before applying for dissertation defense, at least two innovation achievements should be acquired.
Innovation achievement follows the standards of doctoral degree of school of design.
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1. Normative requirements: The dissertation should meet the requirements of “Shanghai Jiao Tong
University Graduate Academic Standards" (Shanghai Jiao Tong Graduate School [2019] No. 87).
The topic of a doctoral dissertation should be scientific, academic, innovative, advanced and
feasible. The dissertation can prove that the author has the ability to independently engage in
scientific research work, reflecting that the author has mastered a solid and broad basic theory and
systematic in-depth professional knowledge in this subject.



2. Quality requirements: The format of the dissertation writing shall be implemented in
accordance with the relevant regulations of the university. The dissertation requires clear concepts,
rich materials, strict logic, profound analysis, and innovative ideas. It should include the design
content or artistic creation practice content of relevant research topics, and meet high academic
requirements. In order to guarantee the quality of degree awards, the dissertation is subject to
random inspection, and the method of random inspection complies with the "Interim Provisions on
the Sampling Inspection of Degree Dissertation of Shanghai Jiao Tong University" (Shanghai Jiao
Tong Graduate School [2019] No. 86).
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